20                THE LIFE AND LETTERS OF

Mary accordingly remained at Miss Petman's
as a boarder, perhaps as a pupil also, till I9th
December, when, from her father's laconic but
minute and scrupulously accurate diary, we learn
that she returned home. For the next five months
she was in Skinner Street, participating in its
busy, irregular family life, its ups and downs, its
anxieties, discomforts, and amusements, its keen
intellectual activity and lively interest in social and
literary matters, in all of which the young people
took their full share. Entries are frequent in
Godwin's diary of visits to the theatre, of tea-
drinkings, of guests of all sorts at home. One of
these guests affords us, in his journal, some agree-
able glimpses into the Godwin household.

This was the celebrated Aaron Burr, sometime
Vice-President of the United States, now an exile
and a wanderer in Europe.

At the time of his election he had got into dis-
grace with his party, and, when nominated for
the Governorship of New York, he had been
opposed and defeated by his former allies. The
bitter contest led to a duel between him and
Alexander Hamilton, in which the latter was
killed. Disfranchised by the laws of New York
for having , fought a duel, and indicted (though
acquitted) for murder in New Jersey, Burr set out
on a journey through the Western States, nourish-
ing schemes of sedition and revenge. When he